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They tell us that a patient’s treatment
decisions are often overruled by a clerk
and that patients are denied a special-
ist’s care. Or they tell us that patients
are shuttled out of a hospital before re-
covery is complete.

Americans know better. They want
better treatment. Americans are de-
manding that the Republican leader-
ship take real action on health care re-
form. But instead, the Republican leg-
islation does not ensure that patients
have the right to even see a specialist.
Nor does it prevent insurance compa-
nies from continuing to send women
who receive mastectomies home early,
against the advice of their physician.
Lastly, under the Republicans’ bill, if
patients are denied care, they would
not have the right to a meaningful ex-
ternal appeal. In other words, they will
not be able to sue.

In the final analysis, Mr. Speaker,
the Republican bill will do little to pre-
vent medical decisions from being
made by insurance company clerks in-
stead of by doctors and their patients.

What our health care system needs is
the Democratic Patients’ Bill of
Rights. This legislation will make sure
that doctors and patients are free to
make decisions about patient health.
The Patients’ Bill of Rights will ensure
that patients have the right to openly
discuss with doctors their treatment
options, have the right to receive uni-
form information about their health
plan, have the right to go to the emer-
gency room when the need arises, have
the right to see a specialist, and seek
remedy from the courts when claims
have been unfairly denied.

It is time to put doctors and patients
back in charge of our health care sys-
tem. I urge the Speaker and my col-
leagues to support the Patients’ Bill of
Rights. I plead with the Republican
leadership to bring HMO health care
reform to the House floor for debate.

——————

CONGRESS IRRESPONSIBLE IN
DEALING WITH KOSOVO ISSUE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. OBEY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, over the last
month this Congress could not have
been more irresponsible in the way it
has dealt with the issue in Kosovo if it
had taken lessons. I would like to walk
through with you the quaint way in
which this institution has stumble-
bummed its way through its efforts to
try to deal with our constitutional re-
sponsibilities.

First of all, it gratuitously decided to
vote on the question of whether or not
the President could use peacekeepers
in Kosovo. That is not a constitutional
prerogative of the Congress. The Presi-
dent as Commander in Chief has the
prerogative of deciding where to use
troops in noncombat situations.
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Then, having gratuitously decided to
support the placement of those peace-
keepers in Kosovo, when the war began
this institution then did not step up to
its responsibilities to vote on whether
or not the combat should proceed. The
Senate did. They passed, I believe, the
McCain-Warner motion which indi-
cated their support for the ongoing
military operation in Kosovo.

Then, further compounding its back-
wards approach to this issue, this
House decided today that it was going
to stipulate that under no cir-
cumstances could ground troops be
used in Kosovo. Again, that is not a
congressional prerogative. Once you
are in a combat situation, it is the
President and his military advisers
who have the constitutional obligation
to determine what the best way is to
proceed militarily, whether it is
through the use of ground forces,
whether it is through the use of air
power, whether it is through the use of
naval power or a combination of the
three.

The Congress has the right and an ob-
ligation to address the question of
whether military activity should pro-
ceed, but when they are proceeding it
has no right to try to micromanage the
combat situations. That is a responsi-
bility of our military leaders and the
President.

Then, having compounded the confu-
sion by gratuitously getting involved
in that issue, it then proceeded to turn
down, by one vote, the endorsement of
the McCain-Warner language, good bi-
partisan language with Republican
leadership in the other body. It then
turned down our obligation to support
troops in the field. I just find the way
this institution has approached this to
be mind-boggling.

And now, tomorrow, after they have
turned down their authorization for
what is going on in Kosovo, we will be
marking up the supplemental appro-
priation bill in the Committee on Ap-
propriations. And guess what? The
same crowd that voted ‘“no’” on author-
izing this military operation today will
be going into that committee and de-
manding that we double the amount of
money that the President asked to
spend on it, taking it from $6 billion to
over $13 billion and creating an oppor-
tunity to pork up the next year’s de-
fense bill in the process.

Never, never in the 30 years that I
have served here have I seen less vi-
sion. Never have I seen less leadership.
Never have I seen more confusion. And
never have I seen the national interest
being left in the dust the way it is to-
night. I want to see how many Mem-
bers of the majority party who today
voted against authorizing this oper-
ation will tomorrow then demand that
we double the amount of spending for
the supplemental. It is very clear to
me, based on the votes taken here
today, that that supplemental appro-
priation is dead.
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RECOGNIZING THE WORK OF DR.
DAVID J. CANTOR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. REGULA) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, after this week
we will be losing a trusted friend at the Con-
gressional Research Service (CRS) who has
been instrumental in providing timely and ac-
curate information to Members of the Con-
gressional Steel Caucus and to our staffs re-
garding the U.S. steel industry and its work-
ers. | am speaking of Dr. David J. Cantor, who
is retiring at the end of this month after spend-
ing 18'2 years with CRS as a specialist in in-
dustry economics.

Dr. Cantor brought to CRS a distinguished
academic and professional background when
he joined the staff in 1980. Dr. Cantor has a
Ph.D. in Economics from Harvard University
and held faculty positions at Boston University,
Nasson College and Golden Gate University.
He spent several years with the U.N. Industrial
Development Organization in Vienna, Austria
and worked as an Energy Specialist with the
California Energy Commission.

At CRS, Dr. Cantor has followed energy ec-
onomics and the pharmaceutical industry, but
his primary specialization has been following
the steel industry. In the early 1980s, Con-
gress enacted an enforcement mechanism for
the Voluntary Restraint Agreements (VRA),
which allowed the domestic steel industry and
its workers to take actions to modernize the
U.S. steel industry and make it world competi-
tive. Throughout the 1980s and early 1990s,
Dr. Cantor authored numerous reports moni-
toring the Steel VRA program which allowed
the Steel Caucus to closely monitor the Ad-
ministration’s enforcement of this program.

Dr. Cantor also authored a report dem-
onstrating that import limitations of the steel
VRA program were not responsible for rising
steel prices. More importantly, Dr. Cantor au-
thored a series of reports that defined the
steel industry as a basic industry, and not just
as a supplier to steel using sectors of the
economy. As Chairman of the Congressional
Steel Caucus, Dr. Cantor's work has been in-
strumental in our work to maintain this vital
U.S. industry and the important jobs associ-
ated with it.

Most recently, many of us have worked
closely with Dr. Cantor to understand the cur-
rent steel import crisis and to formulate legis-
lative proposals that respond to this import cri-
sis.

We in Congress who work closely on issues
relating to the U.S. steel industry and to work-
ers in this important industry have come to
trust and value Dr. Cantor's analysis of steel
issues. We have come to expect the clear and
unequivocal conclusions that he has provided
to us. To his tribute, he has earned the trust
of not only Members of Congress and their
staffs, but also of the steel industry, the unions
and steel users. On behalf of the Members of
the Congressional Steel Caucus, | would like
to thank Dr. Cantor. We wish him and his wife
all the best when they begin their retirement in
Phoenix, Arizona this summer.
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